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strength of this people.    That they had settled forms
of government is shown by the Pong kingdom which
existed long previous to the fourteenth century, and
is proved by Captain Pemberton's discovery in 1835
at Manipur of an old Shan chronicle which, on trans-
lation, was found to  contain interesting records   of
Shan doings at Mogoung.    It was from this kingdom
that, in the beginning of the thirteenth century, Chuk-
apha, the Tai ruler, invaded Assam, subduing various
tribes and establishing the Ahom dynasty, which we
have seen in the history of that province was for six
centuries almost the dominant power in that part of
India.    According to Burman chronicles, the earliest
invasion of Wesali Long, as they called Assam, was
in the middle of the twelfth century, when  a Tai
king, Samlungpha, marched an army of 900,000 across
the Patkoi, received the submission unopposed of the
Assam  ministers,  and  returned.    This,   however,   is
most improbable, although the Burmese national era,
and with it more or less regular records began about
638 A.D., as the Ahoms themselves make no mention
of any earlier western trek than that which occurred
in the thirteenth century.    But long before either the
Pong or Siamese kingdoms made themselves known,
the Shans had made an earlier State for themselves
in   southern   China,   namely,   that   of   Nanchao   (or
Talifu) which, according to  Chinese chronicles un-
ravelled by Mr. Parker, was very powerful and quite
independent  until   the  Mongol   invasion   of   Kublai
Khan in 1253 A-D-    This Nanchao kingdom appears
to    have   been   most   extensive   touching   Maghada
(Bengal) on the west, Thibet on the north, and Cam-
bodia on the south, which latter State the chronicles